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Making disciples of Jesus Christ  

for the Transformation of the world. 
 

Open hearts. Open minds.  
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Church Newsletter, December 2021 

From the Pastor’s Desk, 
 

Greetings in Christ! It is the season of Advent and a wonderful time of        
anticipation for the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. For many thousands of 
years, the people waited for the birth of the Messiah. They waited in          
anticipation for the coming of the One that would save them, yet they didn’t 
know in what way this was to occur. The books of what we now call, The Old 

Testament, contained many clues to what was to come, but they still didn’t know for sure. By the time Jesus 
was born, there was an expectation that when the Annointed One came into the world, He would over-
throw the government, destroy their enemies by the might of the sword, raise up the Israelites into a high 
status, rebuild the temple to its glory and peace would reign for them. 
 

During the ministry of Jesus on this earth, his disciples and many others had witnessed the miracles and the 
wonders he performed. You can imagine the joy the people had. At last, their savior had come! Now, let’s 
show these Romans a thing or two! They had set up an expectation in their minds that their savior was     
going to be a mighty king and warrior. So when it became clear that Jesus was not there to establish a     
kingdom in that way, they rejected him. They began to watch him carefully, to catch him breaking the law so 
they could accuse him, have him arrested, and finally execute him so that they could be rid of this            
meddlesome troublemaker who stirred up the people.  
 

We know that what they didn’t anticipate was the Messiah coming and establishing a Kingdom of Love here 
on earth; a Kingdom that can be found within ourselves. It is a Kingdom of the Spirit that can continue to 
grow in breadth and depth, as we discover more spiritual truths and delights. As this Kingdom is revealed 
more and more to us, our happiness increases and that peace that Jesus brought to us will be fully realized 
and will spread. Maybe there will truly be peace on earth, and good will toward all the people. 
 

So let us, as individuals, as a church, and as a community, as we wait in anticipation of the coming of our 
Savior, try to remember that it may come in a way that is unexpected. Let us be aware that as we anticipate 
the growth of our church, it may take the form that we didn’t expect. As we pray for guidance into new   
ministries, try not to have an expectation that it will be an exact certain way, because it is not our will that 
we are doing, but God’s. We should absolutely move forward, but let God do the steering and the correcting 
of the course. This Advent season, as we prepare for the birth of Christ in our hearts, have an expectation of 
something wonderful, of renewal, because with God in charge, it will truly be amazing!  

Peace and Blessings to you all, 

Pastor Brian 

Church email: FirstUMCHudson@gmail.com Facebook: facebook.com/HudsonFirstUnitedMethodistChurch 

Church/Parsonage phone: 517-448-5891  Pastor Brian’s phone: 517-215-8637 



HFUMC FACEBOOK PAGE AND WEBSITE 

You can find HFUMC on Facebook and at www. firstumchudson.com. Pre-recorded and livestreamed     

services are there as well as the church calendar and photos. 

PRAYER CHAIN 

If you would ever like to notify the 

prayer chain of a need, please call 

Linda Hartley at (517) 270-2121 or 

email her at                               

lkhartley68@gmail.com and she 

will pass on the information. 

PRAYER MEETINGS 

Every Monday evening at 6pm Pastor Brian will 

be at the church for a time of prayer. This is not a 

formal service, but simply a time to pray and 

give thanks together for a few minutes each 

week. 

FREE STORE HELP 

Help is needed at the Hudson Free Store. Many families in the area are helped by this ministry. If you’re able 

to cover a shift, please call Kay at 419-779-6655 or message the Free Store via Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/HudsonFreeStore. The shifts are: 

Monday         9-noon take donations 
Tuesday         9-noon sort donations 
Wednesday   9-noon hang up donations 
Thursday        9-noon take donations 
Monday and Thursday  3-6 open for shopping 
Saturday   9-noon open for shopping   

SEWING GROUP 

We will meet every Monday at 1:00 pm to 

work on sleeping bags for the homeless and 

quilts for women’s shelters and/or people     

affected by a home fire. Many hands make 

light work and that applies to creating tangible 

warmth for people in desperate need. Helpers 

are needed to not only sew, but also cut,        

lay-out, and tie the sleeping bags and quilts. 

You are needed. 

CHRISTMAS TOUR 

On December 6 at 6:30 pm the 

UMW is invited to Shirley         

Carpenter's home to view her beau-

tiful Christmas trees. She asks that 

all who come be  vaccinated and to 

wear a mask.  If you need a ride, 

there will be a car pool from the 

church parking lot at 6:10 pm. 

COOKIE SALE 

Cookie Sale at the church on Saturday, 

Dec. 11 from 9-12. Set up will begin at 

8 am.  All women of the church are 

asked to bring 6 dozen cookies for the 

sale.  Proceeds go to the Hudson 

Schools Adopt A Family for Christmas 

gifts for needy children.  If you have 

questions call Linda Hartley at          

517-448-8058 

ADVENT MUSIC 

Anyone interested in performing 

a musical    number during Ad-

vent or on Christmas Eve, please 

contact Linda Krasny at 517-825-

9018.  



PROPS NEEDED 

On Wednesday evenings, the church youth will be working on some creative projects to enhance worship and 

learning. If you have costume pieces, props, or craft supplies that you’re not using, we’d love to have them. 

Who knows what wonderful things young minds will come up with? 

Advent and Christmas Calendar: 

Dec. 6—UMW Christmas Tour of Shirley       

    Carpenter’s Home 

Dec. 11—9:00 am-12:00 pm—Cookie Sale 

Dec. 23—6:00 pm—Blue Christmas Service 

Dec. 24—7:00 pm—Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Service 

Dec. 26—10:30 am—Christmas Sunday 

“Blue” Christmas Service 

When we are hurting, lonely, and grieving, sometimes 

the bright lights and joyful music of the holiday      

season hurt our hearts.  

But Jesus tells us, “Blessed are those who mourn.” He 

came for the broken and the weary.  

Please join us for a special service of healing and hope 

this Christmas season on December 23 at 6:00 pm   

because even when we’re sad—especially when we 

are sad—God is With Us. 

Please join us for a service of music and scripture on December 24 at 7:00 pm. 

For unto us a Child is born, 

Unto us a Son is given; 

And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of His government and peace 

There will be no end, 

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 

To order it and establish it with judgment and justice 

From that time forward, even forever.                                                        

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 
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