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Church Newsletter, January 2022 

Greetings in Christ and Happy New Year! It’s resolution time! So what’s it 

going to be this year? For me, it is walking. As a restaurant server, from   

Denny’s to fine dining, over the past 30 years, I always walked several miles 

a day. I had to. It was my job to walk. I walked from the table to the kitchen, 

to the food window, back to the table, to the register, to the table again, to the 

kitchen…for 8 hours a day. 

And now, I sit and write, then walk over to the church (about fifty steps) back to the house, then sit and study, 

then go to the fridge, then sit and write, then sit and make phone calls. You get the idea. So, my resolution is 

to walk. But I’m not going to walk a lot. I am going to start with one mile, three days a week. The next week, 

I’ll walk a mile four days. The next, I’ll make it five days and so forth, with my hopes to walk five miles a 

day. What I have learned about taking on anything like this, is to start small. 

It’s like a train. It starts with a crawling forward and seems like it’s never going to pick up speed. Then it 

goes a little faster, and a little faster. Soon, the train has built up a lot of speed. Try to stop it now. It has   

MOMENTUM! That will be my focus word this year. Momentum takes time and patience. Our church is 

gaining momentum. Our Wednesday night Soup and Study is gaining momentum. How do I know? Because 

we are moving. Sometimes we move so slow, it’s hard to see. But we are moving, and that’s what it takes. 

Movement is the beginning of momentum. 

When the Christian Church first started, it was very small. It started slow. And look at it now. Christianity is 

still spreading today. It has to. It is based in Divine Love and Wisdom…but it took time and it’s still     

spreading. So, as a church, let us continue with our motivations based in goodness and truth. Let’s keep   

moving, even if it seems a little at a time and let that momentum build. As 2022 turns old in December, we 

will look back and marvel at the ground we have covered, and how far we have come as a church compared 

to where we were in January. It’s exciting to think about!  

May you all have a blessed New Year! 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Brian 

Church email: FirstUMCHudson@gmail.com Facebook: facebook.com/HudsonFirstUnitedMethodistChurch 

Church/Parsonage phone: 517-448-5891  Pastor Brian’s phone: 517-215-8637 



HFUMC FACEBOOK PAGE AND WEBSITE 

You can find HFUMC on Facebook and at www. firstumchudson.com. Pre-recorded and livestreamed     

services are there as well as the church calendar and photos. 

PRAYER CHAIN 

If you would ever like to notify the prayer chain 

of a need, please call Linda Hartley at (517) 270-

2121 or email her at lkhartley68@gmail.com and 

she will pass on the information. 

PRAYER MEETINGS 

Every Monday evening at 6pm Pastor Brian will 

be at the church for a time of prayer. This is not a 

formal service, but simply a time to pray and 

give thanks together for a few minutes each 

week. 

FREE STORE HELP 

Help is needed at the Hudson Free Store. Many families in the area are helped by this ministry. If you’re able 

to cover a shift, please call Kay at 419-779-6655 or message the Free Store via Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/HudsonFreeStore. The shifts are: 

Monday         9-noon take donations 
Tuesday         9-noon sort donations 
Wednesday   9-noon hang up donations 
Thursday        9-noon take donations 
Monday and Thursday  3-6 open for shopping 
Saturday   9-noon open for shopping   

UMW BREAK 

The UMW will be taking a break in January 

and February. We look forward to seeing you 

in the spring! 

A NOTE OF THANKS 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so very much for 

the generous Christmas gift! It 

is an honor to serve such a kind 

and  loving congregation. 

Happy New Year! 

Linda Krasny 

WEDNESDAY SOUP AND STUDY 

We will continue having dinner together 

at 6pm and studying “The Story” on 

Wednesday nights. Don’t worry if you 

missed the first few weeks. You won’t 

have a hard time jumping in as we go, 

and we still have books to share. We 

hope to see you there! 

CANCELLATIONS AND UPDATES 

With winter weather here and Covid numbers still going up and down, it is 

inevitable that some events such as Wednesday night soup and study may 

be postponed or cancelled at times. As a general rule, if Hudson schools 

close for the day, due to weather, we will also cancel any events that day. 

In any event, we will post these updates and information on our Facebook 

page and send out an email to the church mailing list. If you ever have any   

questions, please feel free to call/text Pastor Brian at 517-215-8637.  



PASTOR’S PLANNING 

 

Pastor Brian will be taking a few days this week for quiet prayer, reflection, and planning as our church    

enters the new year. As he considers sermons, events, and so forth, he would like your input, specifically in 

two areas: 
 

“QUESTIONS FROM THE CONGREGATION” SERMON SERIES: 
 

What are the questions you have that you’re not sure who to ask?  Or that maybe you’re nervous about      

asking? 
 

Perhaps you wonder if a particular prayer is needed for salvation. What’s the difference between United 

Methodists and… say… Baptists or Episcopalians? Did Jesus ever actually claim to be the son of God? What 

does the Bible say about (insert topic here)?  
 

Email your question to Pastor Brian at firstUMChudson@gmail.com, text it to him or call him at 517-215-

8637, or write it on a piece of paper and drop it in the offering plate on Sunday morning. Send it by carrier 

pigeon or smoke signals. Nail it to the door like Martin Luther. Let’s seek answers together! 
 

WHAT IS OUR VISION? 
 

The church’s mission is clear. Our job is to share the Good News of Jesus Christ in as many ways, with as 

many people as possible! But sometimes that mission feels broad and overwhelming. Thankfully, the Church 

is an extraordinary world-wide body. We don’t need to do all the things for all the people. We just need to 

identify which part of the body we are and put our energy into being the best at that thing we can be.  
 

Some churches host food pantries and homeless shelters. Some are youth centers. Some care for the needs of 

elderly or disabled community members. Some are places of scholarly research. Some are centers of art and 

creation. Some do yard work or auto repair or chores for their neighbors. 
 

Who are we, at First UMC, Hudson? 
  

Certainly we can do more than one thing (Sunday school, Backpack Buddies, Cookie Sales, Sewing Group, 

etc), but, as a group, what is our passion? What has Christ put heavy on our hearts, prompting us to take    

action? If we can identify that passion, each step forward becomes clear. 
 

Do we want to reach out to young families?  

Do we want to minister to local teenagers? 

Do we want to support the elderly? 

Do we want to be a center of advocacy for the disabled? 
 

Of course all of these visions and a thousand others are worthy and good. They can all be ways to share the 

Gospel message. But perhaps not all of them are OUR vision. 
 

Has God laid a vision on your heart?  
 

If so, please let Pastor Brian know. Even if it seems crazy or “too big.” God has a way of making ridiculously 

big things happen when people move forward in faith. 

 

Let us pray together about this and ask God to lead us to make wise decisions in the use of our time,  

treasures, and talents. 
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